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NEW ZEALAND DEMOCRATIC PARTY INC

CONSTITUTION

GENERAL

NAME:

The name of the Society shall be NEW ZEALAND DEMOCRATIC PARTY
INCORPORATED, hereinafter called THE PARTY.

TENETS

The fundamental beliefs of the Party:

The economic, political and social system should be established and built on the
foundations of loving care, truth, justice and honest endeavour.

What is physically possible and desirable for the happiness of humanity can
Always be financially possible.

Systems should be made for people, not people for systems; any that fail to
serve people should be reformed or discarded.

The individual is more important than the state. Communism, fascism, and
Political authoritarianism in any form should be opposed.

Individual and co-operative enterprise should be the basis of economic
organisation.

Where state-owned enterprises are necessary or desirable, they should conform



to the same conditions and rules as privately-owned concerns.

The proper purpose of industry is the production of goods and not the
provision of employment.

The proper purpose of production is consumption.

The opportunity for self-development and the enjoyment of Jeisure is the true
purpose of labour-saving inventions.

The only way our principles can be implemented is by the reform of the present
monetary system, which is the major cause of war, poverty, inflation and many
other social problems.

OBJECTS

The objects of the Party shall be:

Te maintain, uphold, advance and pursue the Tenets and Purposes declared
in Rules 2 and 4, together with the other Objects stated in this nule.

To elect, form and maintain, by Constitutional means, a New Zealand -
Democratic Party Government pledged to adapt the financial system in
New Zealand so that the fulfillment of the reasonable wants of individuals,
singly or in association, shall not be limited except by lack of natural
resources or the unwillingness of anyone in the community to provide for
those wants.

To vest in the people of New Zealand as a whole, the ownership of credit
and currency.

To ensure that the Reserve Bank, which shall control the financial system
on behalf of the people, shall be accountable to them.

To secure the beneficial use of credit and currency to each citizen.

To make the people of New Zealand aware of the faults in the financial
system, as demonstrated by C.H. Douglas, in particular:-

The misuse of credit creation for profit and the debt-filled shortfall between
incomes and prices; and to make known his proposals to overcome these
faults, and so, in particular, to remove the interest charge on created credit and
to introduce, as soon as possible, methods of closing the shortfall, which shall
include a National Dividend for ali citizens.
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To move progressively from a debt to a credit-based economy, with credits for
production being cancelled upon the purchase of goods for consumption.

PURPOSES:

To recoircr effective control of New Zealand's economic affairs and establihs
greater political independence.

'To ensure a property owning Democracy, in which the ownership of assets
is spread as widely as possible amongst individuals.

To establish a social credit economy where people will be able to use the
country's resources without mortgaging their own and their children's future.

To protect and enhance our world's life support systems — air, water and soil —
and preserve the richness and beauty of natural, biological ecosystems.

Within the limits of resources available, to encourage the introduction of all
forms of labour-saving technology, thereby increasing output, the standard
of living and the quality of life.

To ensure that, in an age of increasing automation, with machines taking over
the work of more and more people, incomes will nevertheless be maintained so
that we all may share the benefits.

To restore and stabilise the purchasing power of money, thereby enhancing and
protecting the value of incomes and savings.

To encourage skill in all fields of endeavour by ensuring that ability is justly
rewarded.

To reduce the working week progressively, without loss of income or
increased costs to employers, and without endangering either the
employers or employees right to chose, so that allmay have the
opportunity to share equitably in the work and leisure available.

To provide more educational, cultural and recreational facilities and encourage
their use.

To promote religious and racial tolerance, understanding and respect, accepting
all cultures for mutual enrichment.

To promote a stable community through protection of the family as a basic
unit.
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To provide a democratic Parliamentary representation in which the members
have regard to the expressed wishes of the Electorate.

POWERS:

The Party shall be empowered:
To provide and maintain a New Zealand Headquarters of the Party and such
other places of meeting, instruction or business as may be required.

To receive membership subscriptions, donations, bequests and endowments in
money or any form of property whether real or personal for use in attaining and
furthering the objects of the Party.

To purchase, take on lease or in exchange, hire or otherwise acquire any real or
personal property which may be deemed necessary for any object of the Party.

To construct, maintain or alter any buildings or works necessary for the oﬁjects
of the Party.

To publish, print, distribute or retail such newspapers, periodcials, books,
pamphlets or other literature or to engage in such other business enterprises
as may seem calculated to promote the objects and purposes of the Party.

To engage and dismiss all paid officers and servants of the Party and to fix
their remuneration and conditions of employment.

To invest any monies of the Party not immediately required for the Objects
and Purposes of the Party in such manner as may be from time to time
determined.

To perform all such acts and do such things as are or may be incidental or
conducive to the attainment or furtherance of the Tenets, Objects and Purposes
of the Party and to perform such acts and do such things as may be considered
to be in the best interests of New Zealand and the Party.

To educate the public of New Zealand on economic and financial matters.

ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP:




Any person may apply for membership of the Party who:

Is a New Zealand resident or is eligible to vot in New Zealand Parliamentary
elections, and

Is ten (10) years of age or over, and

Is not a member, associate or active supporter of any alternative political
movement or organisation promoting a general political philosphy,

principles and policies in conflict with the philosophy, principles and policies

of the Party tenets, objects and purposes as set out in Rules 2, 3 and 4, the
identification of each such alternative political movement or organisation

being a matter for resolution of New Zealand Executive Council, provided
always that such resolution may be overturned by any subsequent New Zealand
Conference PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT a Divisional Council may direct
the Branches in its Division and the New Zealand Executive Council may direct
all Branches to first obtain the approval of New Zealand Executive Council before
granting membership of the Party to any named person. If the same person is
named by both a Divisional Council and the New Zealand Executive Council the
approval of both must be obtained PROVIDED FURTHER THAT a person
who has previously been expelled from membershipof the Party shall not be re-
admitted to membership except with the approval of New Zealand Executive
Council which may attach such terms and conditions to its approval as it deems
fit.

DURATION OF MEMBERSHIP:

Subject to Rule 15 a person who is eligible to be a member of the Party shall be
deemed to be a member from the time of his payment of the membership
subscription until the subscription expires pursuant to Rule 10.

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERSHIP:

Any ﬁember of the Party may, subject to the Rules and Bylaws:

(1) Be appointed to any position in the Party.

(i)  Attend and be heard at all general, Council and Committce meetings
of the Branch and Electorate of which he or she is a member.

(ifi)  Vote at all general meetings of the Branch and Electorate referred to
in Paragraph (a) (ii) of this rule.

(iv)  Attend, be heard andvote on all Committees, Councils, Executives and
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other Party units to which he/she has been appointed under these Rules
and Bylaws.

(v)  Attend and speak to any Party meeting when invited to do so by the
meeting concerned.

A copy of the official journal of the Party shall be forwarded to each
household from which one or more subscriptions have been paid.

No person other than a member as defined in Rule 7 may exercis any of the
rights of membership as defined in Paragraph (a) in this Rule, PROVIDED
THAT any person may attend and speak to any Party meeting when
invited to do so by the meeting concerned.

All members of the Party are deemed to be bound by the Rules and Bylaws of the
Party.

ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE:

No member of the Party shall be eligible to hold any office in the Party unless
he/she has held continuous membership for the preceding twelve (12) months
except with the consent either before or after provisional election from new
Zealand Council, or in respect of a Branch or Electorate Officer, from either New
Zealand Executive Courcil or the appropriate Divisional Council PROVIDED
THAT in the case of a Parliamentary Candidate such consent must be obtained
from New Zealand Executive Council before it undertakes its role in the
Endorsement procedure pursuant to Rule 84.

For the purpose of this rule — in the case of a person who has been a member of
the Party within the previous preceding financial year and who renews his/her
membership, that membership shall be deemed to have been continuous.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION:

The membership subscription shall be for one, two or three years at the option
of the proposed members and the amount shall be defined by Bylaw 8.

The membership subscription shall be due on the first day following the expiry
of the members current subscription.

A member who has been 2 member for at least one year may be granted a patron
membership for life on the payment of an amount as defined in Bylaw 8.

In cases of known hardship the above membership subscription may be reduced
or waived entirely by a Branch, Divisional Council or the New Zealand



Executive Council, and where this procedure is followed the membership shall
be deemed to be paid.

e. No membership subscription shall be due from any President Emeritus or any
Life Members, whose membership subscription shall be deemed to have been
paid.

11. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:
a. An Associate Member of the Party is any person who:
@) has not qualified for membership under Rule 10; and

O (ii)  hascomplicd with the requirements of Bylaw 9 to become an
Associate Member.

b. Any Associate Member who is eligible for membership under Rule 6 shall be
entitled fo attend Branch meetings as an observer, but shall not be entitled to
any other Member's Rights as set out in Rule 8.

12. COLLECTION AND PROCESSING OF MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTION AND INFORMATION:

a. Any Branch, Divisional Council, New Zealand organisation or any person acting
on behalf of those bodies shall be empowered to accept the membership
subscription of any person eligible to be a member of the Party imespective of

O where such person is resident PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT any person or
H, body may refuse a2 membership subscription without reason. This proviso shall
e not apply to any person who has been a member of the Party within the previous
twelve (12) months.

b. Where a membership subscription is collected on behalf of or by a Branch or
Divisional Council that Branch or Divisional Council shall forward to New
Zealand Headquarters:

@) An amount as from time to time determined by New Zealand
Executive Council (whether or not all or any of that sum has been
collected from that member), and

(ii)  The names and addresses of all persons who are admitted as members
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of the Party.

Where a person is admitted as a member of the Party on behalf of or by New
Zealand Executive Council, New Zealand Headquarters shall:

(i) Either retain the amount specified in Paragraph (b)
or '
(if)  Obtain from the relevant Branch any amount up to the amount
specified in Paragraph (b).

The New Zealand Executive Council may from time to time adopt such
procedures with respect to forms, invoicing receipting and processing of
membership subscriptions as are not inconsistent with these Rules.

PLACE OF MEMBERSHIP:
A person may be a member of only one Branch at any one time.

Where a person has been a member of the Party within the preceding twelve

(12) months he/she shall be deemed to apply for membership of the Branch of
which he/she was a member at the expiry of higher immediate preceding term of
membership.

Where a person has not been a member of the Party within the previous twelve
(12) months he/she shall be deemed to apply for membership of the Branch which
is responsible for the geographic community ofhis/her residence unless otherwise
stipulated at the time of payment of his/her subscription.

A President Emeritus and Life Members of the Party shall be deemed to be
members of the Branch of which they were members prior to their appointment
as President Emeritus or Life members unless they transfer to another Branch in
accordance with Rule 14.

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

A member who wishes to transfer his/her place of membership as defined in
Rule 13 shall apply in writing to the New Zealand Secretary. The New Zealand
Secretary shall advise the Secretary of the Branch to which the member proposes
to transfer.

The proposed transfer shall be considered by the Branch to which the member is
proposing to transfer. If the Branch Council agrees with the proposed transfer it
shall notify the New Zealand Secretary who shall notify the member concerned
and the Branch from which the memberis transferring.
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At its discretion any Branch may refuse to accept a member who wishes to
transfer

to its Branch without giving any reason for so refusing. The Branch shall notify
the New Zealand Secretary who shall notify the member concerned.

Any person who is refused transfer under Paragraph (c) of this rule shall have the
right of appeal to the appropriate Divisional Council. The decision of the
Divisional Council shall be binding on the Branch and the member PROVIDED
THAT cither the Branch or the member may appeal against the decision of the
Divisional Council to the New Zealand Executive Council.

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP:
A member of the Party shall cease to be a member:
If his/her membership has expired pursuant to Rule 10.

By voluntary resignation either orally at a Branch meeting recorded in the
Minutes, or in writing.

By becoming a member, associate or active supporter of any alternative political
movement or organisation promoting a general political philosophy, principles,
and policies in conflict with the philosophy, principles and policies of the Party
Tenets, Objects and Purposes as set out in Rules 2, 3 and 4, with identification of
each such alternative political movement or organisation being a matter for
resolution of New Zealand Executive Council, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT
such resolution may be overturned by any subsequent New Zealand Conference.

If he/she is nominated under the Electoral Act to stand for election fo Parliament
and has not been selected as a New Zealand Democratic Party Candidate under
these rules.

Any person selected as an Alliance candidate with the endorsement of the New
Zealand Executive Council is not in breach of this section.

If within 60 days of receipt of the membership subscriptions any relevant Branch,
relevant Divisional Council or New Zealand Executive Council shall terminate
the membership PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT this Rule shall not apply to any
person who has been a member of the Party within the previous preceding twelve
(12) months and PROVIDED FURTHER THAT if the clause is invoked the full

subscription paid shall be refunded.

On being expelled from the Party in accordance with Rule 116.
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BRANCH ORGANISATION

BRANCH NAME:

One or more Branches of the Party shall be established in each Parliamentary
Electorate in New Zealand.

When an Electorate consists of one Branch only, its name and boundaries
shall coincide with those of the relevant Electorate.

When an Electorate consists of two or more Branches, the name of each shall
be derived from the local community but shallnot be identical with the name of
the Electorate. the boundaries of each shall be clearly defined and noted in the
records of the Divisional Council to which the Electorate belongs in accordance
with Rule 30.

MINIMUM MEMBERSHIP:

A Branch shall have no authority to operate when that Branch does not have a
minimum of 15 members as at the last day of the preceding financial year unless a
dispensation has been granted by New Zealand Executive Council. Such
dispensation shall apply for the financial year in respect of what is granted.

Where such dispensation is not granted in respect of any financial year, the
Branch shall be deemed to have ceased to exist and the Divisional Council shall
determine to which other Branch or Branches the assets and territories shall be
assigned.

BRANCH CONSTITUTION:

Every Branch is a constituent organ of the Party bound by and acting under the

Constitution of the Party.

BRANCH OFFICERS:

A Branch shall elect at each Annual General Meeting a President, one or more
Vice Presidents and a Secretary and a Treasurer or a Secretary/Treasurer who
shall be Officers of the Branch and members of the Branch Council.

The Chairman of the Electorate Co-ordinating Committee together with the
Parliamentary Candidate shall be ex-officio a member of all Branch Councils

within the Electorate.
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BRANCH COUNCILS:

Each Branch shall elect annually at its Annual General Meeting a Branch

Council which shall have full responsibility for the management and organisation
of the Branch subject to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Party and subject to
such decisions and directions as may be made or given from time to time by a
general meeting of the Branch. Unless otherwise directed by a general meeting of
the Branch, Branch Councils shall have the power to co-opt other memers of the
Branch.

YACANCIES:

Vacancies occurring in the membership of a Branch Council, including the
Branch

Officers during its term of office may be filled by resolution of the Branch
Council.

POWERS AND DUTIES:

In addition to the powers and duties reposing in the Branches under the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Party, the powers and duties of a Branch shall
include:

Advocating and safeguarding the Tenets, Objects, Purposes and policy of the
Party PROVIDED THAT no Branch shall have power to make any public
statement on behalf of the Party without first obtain{a}pid@bi 69 @il tH6 Wew
Zealand Executive Council.

Extending the membership of the Party, and doing everything in its power to
stimulate the progress of Social Credit within New Zealand.

Ensuring that in accordance with Rules 77 and 82 all Branch members have the
opportunity to take part in the selection of a Democratic Party Candidate for its
Parliamentary Electorate for each and every General Election and By-Election
and working for the election of such Candidate.

Soliciting and collecting donations towards the funds of the Party.
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Making the Party as a whole aware of local conditions and needs with regard to
the policy of the Party and recommending and giving advice on Party policy on
local matters.

The formation of women's auxiliaries and youth sections within its area and the
co-ordination of the activities of such bodies.

Acting upon and giving effect to resolutions and decisions of the New Zealand
Conference of the Party and the New Zealand Executive Council.

Appointing by reselution or election such Conference delegates as the Branch is

entitled to under Rule 63c and facilitating their registration and attendance at
Annual Conference.

LIABILITIES:

If a Branch contracts or in any way assumes liabilities in excess of monies
actually in hand or reasonably in view then such liabilities shall be the joint
responsibility of those members attending the meeting who did not have their
abstention or negative votes recorded against the contracting or assuming of such
liabilities. The Party may through its New Zealand Executive Council recover
from such members any sums, costs and expenses incurred by the Party in the
event of the Party being held liable or accepting responsibility for such liabilities
incurred by the Branch.

BYLAWS OF BRANCHES:

Branches are authorised bo frame Bylaws for the purposes not covered by the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Party PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT such
Bylaws shall not be in contravention of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Party
and do not conflict with directions of the New Zealand Executive Coungil or
Divisional Councils.

FORMATION OF NEW BRANCHES:

At any regular or annual meeting of a Divisional Council, the formation of new
branches may be initiated either by delegates to the Division of the parent Branch
Council (s) or by petition of not kss than ten (10) founding members of a
proposed new Branch.

The Divisional Council shall grant the request and register the resulting Branches
with the New Zealand Secretary as soon as it is assured that the following
conditions have been met:



@) That membership minima in accordance with Rule 17 currently exist in all
proposed Branches within any given Electorate PROVIDED THAT
dispensation may be sought from New Zealand Executive Council in cases
where considerable geographic isolation of a community favours a
separate Branch.

(i)  Suitable Branch names and clearly defined boundaries in accordance
with Rules 16 and 30, have been adopted EITHER by agreement within
the parent Branch Council (s) OR if no agreement can be reached by
Arbitration of the relevant Divisional Council.

(iii)  The will and capacity is present in each proposed Branch to meets its
financial responsibilities.

(iv)  Sufficient personnel is available to enable cach proposed Branch to
function in accordance with Rules 17 to 24.

ELECTORATE CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE:

An Electorate Co-ordinating Committee shall be established in each
Parliamentary Electorate.

Composition of Electorate Co-ordinating Committee.

The Electorate Co-ordinating Commitiee shall consist of a Chairman, the
Candidate and equal representation from each constituent Branch.

Mode of Election:

oy} Election shall take place ETTHER at the Candidate selection meeting
pursuant to Rule 82 b (i) OR Rule 82 ¢ OR following sclection of
Candidate by Rule 82 b (i) at an Electorate general meeting convened for

the purpose.

(i)  The Electorate Chairman shall be elected by all members of the Electorate
present and eligible to vote.

(i)  The number of Electorate Co- ordinating Committee members per
constituent Branch shall be resolved by all members of the Electorate
present and eligible to vote.

(iv)  The Branch representatives shall be elected from Branch members of
cach constituent Branch by members ofthat Branch present and eligible
to vote at the Annual General Meeting of the Branch or at a general










































































































































