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Constilulion ond Rules of the Libertarionz Porty

1 N
ame 3. Membershipy

The name of the Party shall be the *Liberfarianz” *.

*a neologism which combines “Liberiarians” with the common abbreviation for *New
Zealand”, to convey the meaning: “Libertarians of New Zealand”. The final *nz” may
pe sef in a confrasfing typeface, as in the Party logo, in order to emphasise its
intentional use and fo assist the reader,

2. Principles and Objectives

e

(o) Any person eligible to vote in New Zealond may becorme a member of The
Libertorianz by sending an application for membership o the Party Secrefary,
dccompanied by the appropriate membership fee, in a manner approved by the
Party Exective. . e

(b) “The Party Executive may set or vary the amount and frequency of the membes-
ship fee from time fo time s it moy deem appropriate. i may Glso- establish or
abolish any special categories of membership {e.g:, Youth, Senior; Life, Hanorary,
etc.) and set or vary the amount and frequenicy of any such spetial membership fee
from time to fime s it may deem appropricte. o

‘ (¢) The Party Executive shali have the power to censure, or fo bar irom Party ofiice,

i : S ) . ) = or fo expel from the Parly, any member whom tha Executive-believesto have acfed
:Q tliil:‘ladiltlﬁisshove:relg?? Eg_ch,lndlwdual is the owner of his own life and has the right in o manner detrimental to the best inferests‘of the Party. - Any member so disciptined
o éomee sees fif; subject only to the requirernent fo respect the right of others to may appeal such a decision to the Executive whereupon he shall be enfifled 1o a
' formal hearing held in aceordance with the principles of natural justice.
Pergonu_l Freedom and Responsibility Just as each person is free fo make his own
choices in life, s foo must he fake responsibility for the choloes hie makes.
. _ 4. Administration
Prtw[?tef Property Each person has the right to create and/or lawfully acquire o
intellectual and physical propedy and i :
P propedy o confrol s use. (@) The Parly is administered by an Execufive of no fewer than fwelve people
:lolunmry Association All inferaction among adult human beings, in all spheres of mclu_dlng the Party's Ofﬁcefg. ‘
ife, should be voluntary. : ! . L
h (6) The Party Political Leader and the Deputy Leader are always ex officio members
Non-Initiation of Force The only acts that may properly be bonned in a free sociely of e Execulive. _
E;en;hg;gir\:;f;rg:;%veorlve 'he infation of force — of its darivative, ffaud — by one | {c) Members of the Execitive The Executive was first established by an open
. i invitation to founder members. Any prospective new Member of the Executive must
Commeon Law The only laws justifi i i ; first be nominated by an existing Executive Member, and then be approved by a
people and their pro ; f e If'm'b-le‘m 0 oo sociely & those which profect majorify vole of the exisfing Executive and finatly, must be rafified- in office by @
property from the inifiotion of force, and which uphold voluntary ® g o ihe et subsedtent Annual Generol Meeting. _
contracual agreements among cifizens. } majority vote of the next subseguent Annual Generol Meefing.
; .
imi it ; . d) Ofiicers The Executive may, from fime io fine, elect from among its members o
Limited Government The only legitimate function of government is to uphold the lgrt)a_sident, Vice-President, SBCF;QW, Treasurer, Campaign Manager, Press Secretary,

abové principlas.

Capitalism The oniy economic system consistent with these principles is unfeftered
free market capifalism.

Pan}r Objective To bring these principles info law by putiing Liberdarianz MPs in
Parliament — not by bribing voters or misrepresenting our positions, but by
promoting our policies vigorously, openly and honestiy.

g

and/or establish any other office which the Execufive may deem fo be required for, or
beneficial fo, the administration of ihe Parly. Because of legal requirements both
within the Pary and without, iha’ offices of the Party President and of the Party
Seeretciry shall never remain vacant; any of therother Party offices may be com-
bined, or remain unoccupied, as. circumstances may dictate and os the Executive
may defermine. :

(e) Resolution of Diéguies in the cose of any dispute ariging among members
concerning Party business, the Executive shail be the final arbifer. In the case of any
dispufe arising among members of the Executive, a triumvirate comprised of the



Leader, the Deputy Leader and the President shall be the final arbiter. In defermining
any matter by a ballot of the Executive, if the outcome of the vole is a tie, then the
batlot will be deemed fo be in support of the sialus quo.

(fy Special General Meetings The President must convene a Special General Meet-
ing of the membership upon receipt of a wriften request signed by any four Members
of the Executive or by no fewer than twenty-five financial members of the Party. Any
matter, other than the bosic Liberarian Principles of the Party, and specifically
including o vote of no confidence in the Executive or any Officer of the Party, may be
considered by the Special General Meeling, which must be held no sooner than three
days, nor later than thirty days, from the date whan the Party President receives such
 duly signed request.

(g) Other Matters Al ofher powers, rights and privileges not specifically delegated or
assigned elsewhere in this document are reserved to the Parly Executive. .

5. Electorate Organisation

{m) Action Tearns The Executive will promole and encourage ihe establishment of
Action Teams in each Electorate.

(b) Any member who is eligible fo vote in any given Eleclorote may choose to
volunarily join that Electorate’s Action Team.

(c) Action Teams are cufonomous bodies, free to defermine their own structure and
irnplement their own plans fo advance the Parly’s cause, subject only to the
cons!rolms of Articte 3 {¢).

(@) Where no funcﬁoning Electorote Action Team exists, the Executive may appoint
ofe OF more v_olumeers from within that Elecforate as Team Leader(s) charged with
the responsibility of establishing an Electorate Action Team.

6. Selection of Candidates for Parliament by Electorate

(a) The Executiveata fime o be determined, shall circulate the membership calling
for nominations for Parliamentary candidates 1o stand in each Electorate.

(b) Nomiinations shall be submitted fo the Party Secretary on a form approved by the
Executive for.this purpose {cf. FORM 8, Second Schedule, Electoral Acf} and shali be
signed by no fewer than two financial members of he Party, excluding the nominee
himself and any member of his imeediate family, and who live in the Electorate
cencerned.
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(c). All nominations must be recelved, accepted and approved by the Executive
before any candidate selection may proceed.

(d) For any given Electorate, if only one nomination is received, accepled and
approved by e Executive, then the candidate so nominated shall be deemed tfo
have been selected by the Parly to stand as the Party's candidate in that Electorate.

(e} Forany given Electorale, if two or mere nominations are received, accepted and
approved by the Execufive, then the condidotes so nominated shall be asked to
participate in a Selection Meeting which shall be open to all financial members
eligible to vole in the Electorate concerned. Af the conclusion of such a Selection
Meeting, a secret STV ballot of all Party members present and eligible fo vole in that
Electorate shall be conducted by the Pary Executive or ifs duly oppointéd representa-
tive. The winner of this secret STV ballot shall be deemed fo have been selected by
the Porty to stond as the Party’s candidate in thaf Electorate,

7. Selection and Ranking of Candidates for the Party List

{a) The Execufive at a time to be defermined, shalt circulate the membership calling
for nominations for Parliamentary condidales for inclusion on the Parly List {ie.,
FORM 4, Second Schedule, Electoral Act}.

(b) Nominations shali be submitted to the Parly Secretary on a form approved by the
Executive for this purpose { ¢f. FORM 9, Second Schedule, Electoral Act} and shall be
signed by no fewer than three financial members of the-Party, excluding the nominee
himself and any member-of his immediate family.

{cy Al noniinuﬁons must be receivéd, accepted 'dnd approved by ‘the Executive

before any condidate may be selected for inclusion on the Party List.

(dy Where one or more Electorate Selectibn Meetings. are necessary under Section
6(e) above, the candidale(s) so chosen by all such Selection Meetings mus! be
determined before any candidate may be selected for inclusion on the Party List.

(e) When all nomingtions have been received, accepled and approved by the
Executive and when ali of the proposed Electorate candidotes have been duly
selected, the Executive shall meet and assign an ordinal ranking on the Party List for
sach Parliomentary condidate, with-regard only %o the candidate’s perceived abilities
and specifically without any reference to the candidate’s gender religion, race or
ethnicily. The Party Leader shall be ranked No.1, the Deputy Leader No, 2, and so
on, uniil all of the approved candidates have been accorded a plage and an ordinal
ranking on the Pary List,



(0 if the number of approved List candidates should exceed the number of List
places available, then the Executive may act on behalf of the membership to select

which of the approved candidetes shall be included on the Party List; which shali be

invited fo stand in an Electorate for which no candidate has been selected and which
nominations must be regretfully declined with the Party’s thanks.

8. Annual General Méetz'ng

(o} Eoch year, the President shall convene an Annual General Meeting of the Party at
a time to be determined by the Executive. Except in extraordinary circumstances, the
Annual General Meeting shall be held no sooner than 10 months nor laler than 14
menths, following the last Annual General Meeting.

(b) The Annual General Meeting shall be open to oll financial mernbers of the Party.

(c) Any matter which does not alfer the Party’s basic Libertaricn Principles may be
considered of the Annual General Meeting.

9. Party Logo & Colours

(a) The Parly’s identifying logo consists of the word “Libertarianz” in upper and
lower case sans serif type, wilh the final *nz” in bold ifalic. Beneath this word, the
phrase “"MORE FREEDOM LESS GOVERNMENT” appears in sans serif caps, reversed
out of a background of wo panels. In the colour version, “Libertaria” appears in
Biue, wifh the fingl *nz” in Aqua; the phrase “more freedom” is reversed out of an
aguo panel on ihe left; the phrase *lass governmenf” is raversed out of a blue panel
on the right.

(b) The Parfy Colours are Ocean Blue [Panfone Matching System (PMS) No. 288}
and Aqua Green {Pantone Maiching System (PMS) No. 320).

10. Financial Year

The Parly’s financial year is ne same as the calendar year: 1st January through 31st
December.
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11. Parliamentary Rules

{a) The‘P‘c:r:y Leader may be selected al any time by o secret STV ballot of all the
Party's sifling Members of Parlioment, including also any Members-elect who may
not as yet have faken the Oath of Office and assumed their Seats.

{b) Any newly-elected Parly Leader shall have the right fo appoint, of to re-appoint,
the Party’s Deputy Leader.

{¢} Ifthe Party has no elected Members of Parliament, the Execufive may elect a new
Party Leader at any time. Ifthere is only one nominee for the position of Party Leader,
the Exscufive may either elect lo declare the sole nominee the Party's Leader, or it
may elect to leave the Leadership vacant and call for further nominations. If two or
more people are nominated for the Leadership, the Executive will conduct a secret
STV ballot of the members of the Execufive fo determine the Leader. The Executive
may also decide, af its discretion, fo conduct a secret STV baliot of all financial
mefmbers to determine the Leadership,

12, Amendments

(@) This document may only be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the
financial members aftending an Annual General Meefing.

(b? lNo amendment fo this document may be debated or considered which, in the
opinion of the presiding chairman of the AGM, would have the effect of aitering or
amending fhe basic Libertarian Principles of the Party.

Appendices

Record of AMENDMENTS

8 December 1997 - Annual General Meeting - “to delefe the definite articte "The’ from
the official party name”®. Tilte, Arlicle 1 and footnote fo Article 1 so amended.



