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Wellington

Dear Dr Catt

Broadcast Allocation 2008

Thank you for your letter dated 19 March 2008 inviting parties to make a
submission on how the Electoral Commission uses criteria listed in the
Broadcasting Act 1987 when making its allocation of time and money for
broadcasting election programmes relating to the 2008 General Election.

As per your reguest | can confirm that the National Party wishes to be heard by
the Electoral Commission and will be represented by Interim General Manager
Jo de Joux and Hon Murray McCully MP.

We wish to appear in person in Wellington and will be available to present to the
Commission at the scheduled time of 1.30pm on Tuesday 29 April 2008.

| am pleased to outline our written submission as follows. For the sake of clarity
| have used the numbering system outlined in your letter to address each point.

1. Any comments or suggestions as to the relative emphasis that the
Electoral Commission should give to the different criteria in Section
75(2) of the Broadcasting Act 1989.

It is our submission that the Commission, adopt an allocation that is consistent
with its previous practice, in particular, its methodology of creating category
levels for each party and treating parties within each category on an egual
basis.

Further, it is our firm submission that the two major political parties of National
and Labour be classed in the same category and therefore treated equally
within that category in the allocation of money and time by the Commission for
the 2008 General Election.

Essentially the two major parties of National and Labour are competing to be
the core foundation of a new government, with various smaller parties
competing to partner those parties or one of those parties either in government
or in support of the government. We believe all evidence as we approach this
election, as well as the information set out below in criterion a—e, suggests this
to be the case. As such, we believe that any other allocation will restrict the
ability of voters to fairly assess the merits of the two competing major parties.



2. Information mentioned in Section 75(2) of the Broadcasting Act 1989 to
which the Electoral Commission does not already have access.

a) The number of persons that voted at the immediately preceding
General Election for that party and for candidates belonging to that

Party.

The Commission will be aware that the National Party received 889,813 party
votes (39.10% of all party votes cast), 902,874 electorate votes (40.38% of all
electorate votes cast) and won 31 seats at the 2005 General Election.

b) The number of persons who voted at any by-election held since the
immediately preceding General Election for any candidates belonging
to that political party.

There has not been a by-election held since the last General Election.

¢) The number of Members of Parliament who, in the case of a General
Election, were members of that political party immediately before the
expiration or dissolution of Parliament.

The National Party has 48 members of Parliament in the current Parliament. We
have no reason to believe that this number will change prior to the expiration or
dissolution of Parliament for the 2008 General Election.

d) Any relationship that exists between a political party and any other
political party.

While the National Party has informal dialogue and discussion with other parties
from time to time, the Party has no formal agreements or arrangements with
any other political party. National intends to contest the up-coming General
Election alone and without any arrangements in place to campaign in
association with any other party.

e) Any other indications of public support for that political party such as
results of public opinion polls and the number of persons who are
members of that party.

The Commission has stated that it has access to the public opinion polls.
However, we would ask the Commission to particularly note that the average of
the four major public opinion polls over the last 12 months show National very
clearly in front of any other political party; Labour and the minor parties.

The table below shows the average of the four major public polls for the
previous 12 months;



Green NZ Miori

Month | Labour National Party First Party United ACT Progressive
Apr-07 36.0 46.8 8.0 3.8 2.1 1.2 1.0 0.1
May-07 33.7 50.7 6.6 3.3 2.5 1.1 0.7 0.2
Jun-07 36.5 43.4 5.7 3.2 1.8 0.9 1.4 0.3
Jul-07 36.5 48.8 6.0 3.1 24 0.8 0.3 0.5
Aug-07 348 51.3 6.0 31 2.1 0.8 1.2 0.2
Sep-07 3586 483 7.7 28 26 0.7 1.2 0.3
Qet-07 38.8 47.7 5.4 286 2.0 0.9 0.5 0.0
Nov-07 357 49 1 5.8 4.2 27 0.6 1.1 0.3 |
Dec-07 352 50.8 5.1 31 22 0.9 1.2 0.2
Jan-08 35.7 49.5 7.5 3.1 2.0 0.3 0.7 0.2
Feb-08 345 50.3 7.5 2.9 2.5 0.3 1.1 0.3
Mar-08 35.1 51.3 62| 29| 22 06 1.0 0.3

With regard to membership, as per our submission in 2005, we remain
confident, from public statements made in the past by other parties, that the
National Party has the largest membership of any New Zealand political party,
by some considerable margin.

A statutory declaration attesting to the current membership number is attached.
We request that the actual membership number as listed in the statutory
declaration be kept confidential to the Commission.

f) The need to provide a fair opportunity for each political party to which
sub-section (1) of this section applies to convey its policies to the
public by their broadcasting of election programmes on television.

The National Party advises that it will be nominating a full Party list in the 2008
General Election. It intends also to contest 62 of the 69 electorates. It dces not
intend to contest the seven Maori electorates in order to remain consistent with
its public policy stance in relation tc those electorates.

However, the National Party will be contesting strongly for party votes across
the entire country, including the Maori electorates. This is significant given this
is the vote that actually determines which party will have the first opportunity to
form a government. National's nationwide campaign will have the same
national geographical target as in previous elections and as with other
registered parties contesting this election, including the Labour Party.

In terms of determining a fair opportunity, as per point (f) above, we support the
Commission’'s previous established practice of dividing the eligible parties into a
number of categories based on the extent to which they satisfy the criteria in
Section 75 (2).

It is our firm submission that the two major parties, National and Labour, as the
two alternative foundations of any likely government following the Election,












