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FOREWORD

Shortly after the Royal Commission on the Electoral System was
established, the Secretary for Justice, Mr S. J. Callaghan, indicated that
the Department of Justice was willing to assist the Commission by
preparing a history of the electoral law of New Zealand. The outcome is
this detailed history which has been of considerable value to the
Commission in the preparation of its Report, though of course the views
expressed are those of the authors. The history will also be of value as a
permanent record of the way in which our system has developed.

The greater part of the history was written by Mr B. Ritchie. It is with
real sadness that we record that Mr Ritchie died before he was able to
finish the work. in the event, the history was completed by Mr H. G.
Hoffman. Members of the Commission wish to place on record their
indebtedness to the Department of Justice and to the 2 members of the
Department who wrote the history

The Hon. Mr Justice Wallace
Chairman, Royal Commission on the Electoral System.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

1 The Colonial Period
1846—New Zealand Constitution Act 1846 passed
—General Assembly consisted of the Governor,
appointed Legislative Council, and House of
Representatives :
—New Zealand divided into 2 provinces
—Franchise given to landholders able to read and write
1847—1846 Act suspended for 5 years

2 The Provincial Period
1852-—New Zealand Constitution Act 1852 passed
—tegislative Council appointed by the Crown
—House of Representatives to be elected
—Six elective Provincial Councils to be established
—Franchise given to holders of certain freehold and
leasehold estates
1853—First elections held for quinquennial House of
Representatives
—Voting by show of hands unless poli demanded
1858—Controls placed on corrupt and illegal practices
1860—Certain miners given the franchise
1862—Two seats created for Otago goldfields
1867 —Four Maori seats established as a temporary measure
—Franchise for Maori seats given to all male Maori
adults, including "'half-castes”
—Only Maori candidates able to stand for election to
Maori seats
1870—Secret ballot introduced where poll demanded at
election
—Candidates able to appoint a scrutineer

3 Uncertain Years
1875—Provincial governments abolished
—All ratepayers enfranchised and enrolled without
application
—Franchise given to certain classes of tenants
1876—Maori seats became permanent
1879—Triennial parliamentary term introduced
—Miners’ franchise and ratepayers’ qualification
abolished
—Franchise based on residential and landholding
qualifications
1880—Election petitions to be heard by 2 Supreme Court
Judges instead of House of Representatives
1881—All electorates became single-member seats
1887—Representation Commission established
1889—Multiple-member electorates reintroduced for the
main centres
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—Plural voting abolished
1890—All European elections conducted by secret
ballot—show of hands abolished
—Seamen given "absentee” voting rights

4 The Liberal Period
1883—Women given the same voting rights as men
—Residential requirement reduced from & to 3 months
--Absentee voting rights extiended to shearers and
commercial travellers
1895—Controls placed on payment of election expenses
1896—Non-residential qualification for voting abolished,
existing registrations remained valid
—A Representation Commissicn established for each
Island
1903-—Multiple-member city seats reverted to single
electorates
1905—Absentee voting available to all registered voters
—Pasition of Chief Electoral Officer established
1908—“Second ballot” system of voting introduced
1910—Voting by show of hands in Maori electorates
replaced by declaration
—Census of electors introduced

5 The Reform Period

1913—Second ballot system abolished

1918—Women able to stand for election

1924—Compulsary  registration of European voters
introduced

1927 —Postal [Special] voting introduced

1934-—-Parliamentary term extended to 4 years

6 The First Labour Government
1237 —Parliamentary term restored to 3 years
—Secret baliots and scrutineers introduced for Maori
elections
1945—Single Representation Commission established
—Country guota abolished
1948—Creation of Maori electoral roll given statutory
authority
—Half-caste Maori able to enrol on either European or
Maori roll
—The "seaman's right” abolished

7 The Electoral Act 1956
1950—@General population repiaced adult population as
basis for representation
—Legislative Council abolished
1956—Bill leading to Electoral Act 1956 introduced
—Election petitions to be heard by 3 Supreme Court
Judges
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