	Electoral Commission Questionnaire 1301836


INTRODUCTION:

Good morning/afternoon/evening.  My name is .......... from TNS, an independent market research company.  

We are carrying out a four minute survey on behalf of the Electoral Commission looking at the general public’s views about politics, voting and elections – we are not asking about which parties or politicians you support.

Can I speak to the person in the household who had the last birthday and is aged 18 or over?
IDENTIFY RESPONDENT 

IF NECESSARY REINTRODUCE YOURSELF TO PERSON AND EXPLAIN THE SURVEY.

It would be great if you would complete this survey, do you have a few of minutes to do so now? 
IF YES CONTINUE

IF NO ASK:

What would be a convenient time for us to call you back?

READ ONLY IF CALL-BACK IS MADE:  

May I please speak to…..? (CONTACT NAME).  
Good morning/afternoon.  This is ………………. from TNS.  Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey being conducted on behalf of the Electoral Commission.  

READ TO EVERYONE:

Please be assured that you will not be able to be identified from the answers you give.  Your responses will be combined with the responses of others before being reported back to the Electoral Commission.  
Q1.   On a scale of one to five, where five is strongly agree and one is strongly disagree, to what extent do you agree with the following statements?
	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree
	Don’t Know/

refused


	People like me don’t have any say in what the Government does.
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Sometimes politics seems so complicated it is hard for people like me to understand what is going on.
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	During election campaigns, political parties and candidates discuss issues that are of real interest to me.
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9


Q2.  Thinking about the system we use for voting in elections – MMP.  How easy do you think it is for people like you to understand MMP?
	Very difficult 
	01

	Difficult
	02

	Neither/nor
	03

	Easy
	04

	Very easy
	05

	Don’t know (DO NOT READ OUT)
	99


Q3.   From what you know and have heard, which of the two votes that you have in MMP is more important in deciding the number of MPs each party will have in parliament? 

READ OUT
	The party vote
	1

	The electorate vote
	2

	Both (DO NOT READ OUT)
	3

	Don’t know (DO NOT READ OUT)
	9


Q4.  Party votes for a party are used to allocate seats in parliament for all parties which cross the threshold. Can you recall which of these a party has to do in order to cross that threshold?
READ OUT
	Win 5 percent of all party votes 
	1

	Win one electorate 
	2

	Both of these 
	3

	Don’t know (DO NOT READ OUT)
	9


Q5.  Which of these best describes your thoughts on the election to be held later this year?
	I’ve already made up my mind who I will vote for in the election
	1

	I’ve already decided not to vote 
	2

	I will vote but I haven’t decided who to vote for
	3

	I’m not sure whether I will vote 
	4

	I haven't given the election much thought yet
	5


Q6.     Thinking ahead to the election campaign, on a scale of one to five, where five is very important and one is not at all important, how important do you think each of the following is likely to be in helping you decide, or confirm, how you will vote?  

	
	Very Important
	Impt
	Neutral
	Not impt
	Not at all impt
	Don’t Know/ 



	Debates between party leaders
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Opinion poll results
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Information about party policies
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	What my friends and family say 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Candidates’ personalities
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Political advertising
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Televised opening and closing addresses
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	The scandals and squabbles
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	Who will make the best prime minister
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9

	News coverage 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	9


	DEMOGRAPHICS


Lastly, I would just like to ask you a few questions about you.  This is so we can compare the opinions of different types of New Zealanders.

Q7
Which age category do you belong to?

READ OUT 
	18 to 24 years
	01

	25 to 34 years
	02

	35 to 44 years
	03

	45 to 54 years
	04

	55 to 64 years
	05

	65 years or over
	06

	Refused (DO NOT READ OUT)
	96


Q8
Can you please tell me which ethnic group or groups you belong to?

DO NOT READ OUT.  POSSIBLE MULTIPLE RESPONSE
	NZ European/European/Pakeha
	01

	NZ Māori
	02

	Pacific
	03

	Chinese
	04

	Indian
	05

	Part Māori/part European
	06

	Other European
	07

	Samoan
	08

	Cook Island Māori
	09

	Tongan
	10

	Niuean
	11

	Refused
	96

	Other (Please specify)______________________
	97

	Don’t Know/Can’t Remember (DO NOT READ OUT)
	99


Q9
Can you please tell me what the highest level of education you have is?

READ OUT IF NECESSARY

SINGLE RESPONSE

	No qualification
	01

	School qualification
	02

	Trade certificate, advanced trade certificate, NZ certificate or diploma, technicians certificate, local polytechnic certificate or diploma
	03

	Nursing certificate or diploma
	04

	Teachers certificate or diploma
	05

	Undergraduate university qualification (e.g. certificate, diploma, bachelors)
	06

	Postgraduate university qualification (e.g. masters, doctorate)
	07

	Other qualification
	08

	Don’t Know/Can’t Remember
	99

	Refused
	96


Q10 
Which of the following brackets best describes your total household income before tax? Please include any child support, benefits or other income support you may receive.
READ OUT. SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY
	Less than $20,000
	01

	$20,000 - $29,999
	02

	$30,000 - $39,999
	03

	$40,000 - $49,999
	04

	$50,000 - $59,999
	05

	$60,000 - $74,999
	06

	$75,000 - $99,999
	07

	$100,000 or more
	08

	Refused (DON’T READ)
	96

	Don’t Know/Can’t Remember (DON’T READ)
	99


Q11
INTERVIEWER:  RECORD GENDER

	Male
	1

	Female
	2


Q12
And lastly, what area do you live in?


READ OUT IF NECESSARY

	Northland
	01

	Auckland
	02

	Waikato
	03

	Bay of Plenty
	04

	Gisborne
	05

	Taranaki
	06

	Manawatu/Wanganui
	07

	Hawkes Bay
	08

	Wellington
	09

	Marlborough
	10

	Nelson
	11

	Tasman
	12

	Canterbury
	13

	West Coast
	14

	Otago
	15

	Southland
	16

	Other
	99


THE END – THANK AND CLOSE
