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LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Chapter 2 : The Voting System
1. The Mixed Member Proportional system as set out in para. 2.116
should be adopted (para. 2.182).
2. A referendum on the adoption of the Mixed Member Proportional
system should be held at or before the next general election after
1987 (para. 2.185).

Chapter 3 : Maori Representation

3. The Mixed Member Proportional system should be adopted as the
best means of providing effective Maori representation (para.
3.88).

4. There should be no change to the present system of Maori
representation prior to a decision on whether or not the Mixed
Member Proportional system should be introduced {para. 3.88).

5. Should the Mixed Member Proportional system be rejected, the
system of Maori representation should be considered at the
constitutional discussions referred to in recommendation 7 (para.
3.98).

8. Should the Mixed Member Propaortional system be rejected but no
agreement be reached with the Maori people about the system of
Maori representation, the separate Maori seats should be retained.
Their number should be set on the basis of the number of electors
of Maori descent who choose to go on the Maori roll, plus their
children, using the same population quota as is applied in General.
seats. Separate representation should be reviewed if either the
number of Maori seats grows to more than 10% of the total
number of seats in Parliament, or falls below 4 (para. 3.98).

7. Parliament and Government should enter into consultation and
discussion with a wide range of representatives of the Maori
people about the definition and protection of the rights of the
Maori people and the recognition of their constitutional position
under the Treaty of Waitangi (para. 3.111).

Chapter 4 : The Number of Members of Parliament
8. The number of members of Parliament should be increased to 120
(para. 4.33).
8. The minimum number of members for the South lsland should be
set at 25 so long as plurality continues, or 15 under the Mixed
Member Proportional system (paras. 4.35 and 4.36).

Chapter 5 : Boundary Determination
10. Each of the parties in the House of Representatives should have
its own representative on the Representation Commission, to be
appointed by the Governor-General on the nomination of the
House. Such representatives should nct be members of the
House, and should not have the right to vote at meetings of the
Commission (para. 5.14).
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The Department of Statistics should investigate the presentation
of its meshblock population data in the form of basically different
sets of approximate constituencies. if such data summaries can
be produced:

(a) several sets of approximate constituencies should be part of
the initial data sent to members of the Representation
Commission,

{b) the Surveyor-General should base the provisional boundaries
on the set of approximate constituencies chosen by the
Representation Commission (para. 5.16}.

Brief reasons for the choice of the proposed boundaries, in terms
of the criteria the Representation Commission must take into
account, should be available at the office of the Registrar of
Electors for each constituency (para. 5.20).

There should continue to be no right of appeal from the decisions
of the Representation Commission (para. 5.21).

The determination of constituency boundaries should continue to
be based on total population {para. 5.24).

(a) The Department of Statistics should analyse the relationship
between the electoral and usually resident populations of the
constituencies determined by the boundary revisions of
1982/83 and 1986/87 (para. 5.30).

(b) If this analysis indicates that the electoral population basis
produces a significant bias in boundary revisions, a means of
using usually resident meshblock populations in these
revisions should be devised (para. 5.30).

The Department of Statistics should devise and test projections of
the usually resident and electoral populations of local authorities
{para. 5.32).

(a)!f suitable projections of usually resident or electoral
populations have been devised, they should be used in
conjunction with a 5% tolerance in the determination of
constituency boundaries (para. 5.39).

(b)if no such projections have been devised, the present
tolerance level of 5% should be maintained (para. 5.40).

(a) When the boundaries of Maori seats are to be defined, the
Representation Commission should consist of the Chairperson,
the Surveyor-General, the Secretary of Maori Affairs, the
unofficial members and 2 further voting members appointed by
the Governor-General by Order-in-Council on the nomination of
the Minister of Maori Affairs following consultation with
appropriate Maori organisations (para. 5.45).

(b)If there is a common roll under plurality, the Representation
Commission should be required to take into account
community of interest among the members of Maori tribes. The
Commission's membership should be changed to give it a
Maori perspective (para. 5.45).
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19. (a) The numbers of people of Maori descent who opt to go on the
Maori and General rolls should be obtained as a matter of
course in any future Maori optionfroll revision, so that the
information can be used to estimate the numbers of
unregistered people of Maori descent who are to be counted in
the General electoral and Macri electoral populations (para.
5.49).

(b} lf the number of people of Maocri descent cannot be so
obtained, a statistical estimate of this number should be made
from census population data and registration data for the
different constituencies (para. 5.49).

20. The final boundaries of the electoral districts gazetted by the
Representation Commission should have effect for the next
general election and for later elections until the next boundary
revision takes effect (para. 5.50).

Chapter 6 : The Term of Parliament
21. {a) A referendum should be held no later than December 1933 to
determine whether the term of Parliament should be increased
to 4 years (para. 6.32).
{b) The referendum should include a proposal to limit the power to
seek a dissalution (para. 6.34).

Chapter 7 : The Use of Referenda

22. It is appropriate for Governments to hold referenda from time to
time, but there should be no provision for public petitions to
compel referenda (para. 7.31).

23. There need be no general legislation governing the calling or
conduct of referenda. Special legislation should be passed in each
case specifying the question or questions to be asked and the
procedures to be used in conducting the campaign and the poll
(para. 7.46).

24. The result of a referendum should be regarded as binding on
Parliament (para. 7.46).

25. All publicity on a referendum issue should be required to carry the
name and address of the persen or body authorising it (para.
7.48).

26. Expenditure by candidates and parties on a referendum held in
conjunction with an election should count as an election expense
if it is used, or appears to be used, to promote or procure the
election of a candidate or a party. Paid advertising on television
used, or appearing to be used, for those purposes should be
prohibited (para. 7.48).

Chapter 8 : Political Finance
27. There should be no restrictions on the size or source of donations
to political parties or candidates {para. 8.10).


















